
Thomas Jefferson
Soil and Water Conservation District

CHARLOTTESVILLE: (434) 975-0224
LOUISA: (540) 967-5940
www.tjswcd.org

Anne Coates -District Manager

Luke Longanecker-Conservation Programs Manager



What is a Conservation District?

Formed in 1930s in 
response to Dust Bowl 
to create local influence

• Local directors
• Local landowners 
• Local decisions 
• Local programs 3000 in U.S.

47 in Virginia 
98% of land in U.S. 



TJSWCD Established in 1939



Political Subdivision of State 

Authorized through 
Code of VA 10.1-546

Governed by locally
Elected Board of Directors

Non-Partisan 



Board of Directors - 17
12 Voting Directors + 5 Associate Directors 

5 LocalitiesDistrict Area



Programs

 Agriculture and Rural Lands
 Septic – Repair, Replacement, Pump-Outs
 Residential Assistance 
 Education – Youth and Adult
 Easement – Stormwater and Land Conservation
 Erosion and Sediment Control  
 Stormwater Plan Review 

Thomas Jefferson SWCD



Rivanna Stewardship Education Partnership

https://rivanna-stormwater.org/



Watershed Implementation Plans (WIP III)
2019 -2025

Reduce Nitrogen and Phosphorous





AGRICULTURAL COST SHARE PROGRAM

Improve & protect water quality, conserve 
soil, and improve farm management 

through voluntary incentive programs.



Livestock Watering Systems and Stream Fencing
From this …

To this …

&



Agricultural Impact in FY20



Cumulative Agricultural Impact since 1998 



AGRICULTURAL COST SHARE PROGRAM
Albemarle County 

voluntary Water Quality Protection



voluntary Water Quality Protection

Photo courtesy of NRCS 



NEW Practice Highlights
• 4 new maintenance practices now available 

for stream fencing and watering systems 
• Acreage payments for land taken out of 

grazing 
• Stream fencing options from 10’—50’ with 

variable payments based on the setback from 
the stream

• Increase Life Span – Up to 15 Years

AGRICULTURAL COST SHARE PROGRAM







Serious damage to 
the root system of 
the plant can occur 
if as little as 10 
percent additional 
plant leaf volume is 
removed

Take 
Half / 
Leave 
Half



TJSWCD Funding Support



Watershed Implementation Plans (WIP III)
2019 - 2025

Reduce Nitrogen and Phosphorous





Your Local Partner in 
Conservation 
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