
Rivanna River Basin Commission 
Executive Committee Meeting Agenda 

July 9th, 2024, from 2:00 to 3:30 P.M.  
Location: Zoom (Virtual Meeting) 

 
Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85391625409?pwd=7qaotEH5krV5SvQmvhxrioRuimnTUQ.1 
Meeting ID: 853 9162 5409 Passcode: 954520 

 (for Remote Participation in Compliance with All-Virtual Meeting Policy, Guest 
Speakers, and Members of Public) 

 

Item  Time Description 
1 2:00-2:05 Call to Order, Attendance 
2 2:05-2:07 Approval of Agenda 
3 2:07- 2:15 Comments from the Public: limit of 3 minutes per speaker Public 

are welcome to provide comment on Rivanna River Basin 
related topics. 

4 2:15-2:30 Hardware River Scenic Designation 
- Updates on Fluvanna’s Application Process 
- Discussion 

5 2:30-3:30 RRBC Annual Conference Planning 
 

TJPDC fully complies with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 in all programs and activities. 
TJPDC provides reasonable accommodations for persons who require special assistance to 
participate in public involvement opportunities. For more information, to request language 
translation or other accommodations, or to obtain a Discrimination Complaint Form, contact 
Lucinda Shannon at (434) 979- 7310, lshannon@tjpdc.org or visit the website www.tjpdc.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scenic Rivers Background  
The Virginia Scenic Rivers Program was established in 1970 to honor exceptional 
examples of the state’s extensive network of over 49,000 miles of rivers and streams. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85391625409?pwd=7qaotEH5krV5SvQmvhxrioRuimnTUQ.1
http://www.tjpdc.org/


This initiative has continued to grow, safeguarding Virginia’s waterways for several key 
reasons:  

• Rivers and streams are vital sources of drinking water, recreational opportunities, 
wildlife habitats, commercial resources, and scenic beauty.  

• Traditional river access points are disappearing as agricultural lands are 
converted to residential areas, with new property owners often restricting public 
access.  

• Scenic river designation fosters greater public appreciation for the importance of 
rivers among Virginians.  

 

Managed collaboratively by the state, citizens, and local governments, the program 
aims to enhance the conservation of scenic rivers and their surrounding areas. Rivers 
and streams awarded this designation are celebrated for their scenic, recreational, 
historical, and natural characteristics by community groups, localities, the Department of 
Conservation and Recreation (DCR), and the Virginia General Assembly.  

In order to gain designation, local residents and state representatives evaluate rivers 
according to program criteria to determine whether or not river segments are worthy. 
This is done only after each locality adjacent to the river segment requests the study. 
Once the river is found worthy, the locality must then have its local legislators present a 
bill to the General Assembly, which then passes a resolution adopting the river into the 
system of scenic rivers.  

The Virginia Scenic Rivers Program protects scenic rivers and streams and provides an 
opportunity to consider scenic and other resources in planning and design. The program 
promotes the protection of rivers with scenic, recreational, historic, and natural 
attributes. Additionally, if adopted locally, properties along designated scenic rivers may 
qualify for special tax assessments to lower their tax burden.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Benefits of Scenic River Designation 

Scenic River Designation Process 

• Provides opportunities to consider scenic and other resources in planning and 
design. 

• Focuses Federal Energy Regulation Commission reviews of hydro or related 
project proposals. 

• Encourages closer review of projects and proposals by state agencies and 
localities.  

• Requires General Assembly authorization for dam construction. 
• Provides for continued existing appropriate riparian land uses.  
• Provides framework for appointment of a local Scenic River Advisory 

Committee. 
• Provides eligibility for land use tax considerations, if locally adopted.  

The following steps are taken in the designation of a candidate river segment.  

1. A local governing board asks DCR to study a river segment.  
2. DCR conducts a preliminary study to see if the segment meets minimum 

criteria. If so, DCR further studies the segment for eligibility with local support.   
3. If deemed eligible, the locality accepts DCR’s report and passes a resolution 

endorsing designation of the qualifying river segment.  
4. The local board has a state legislator sponsor a bill to designate the river 

segment scenic.  
  

  

  

  

 

 

 

  

  

 



Virginia Scenic Rivers Program 

Evaluation Criteria 
  

  
Stream Corridor Vegetation 

  

  
Wide buffers with tree canopies are 
significantly weighted criteria.  
  

  
   

Streambed or Stream Flow 
Modifications 

  

  
Because the intent of the program is to 
keep designated rivers in a native or 
natural state, significant channelization or 
impoundments of any kind negatively 
impact the scenic quality of the river.  
  

  
  
  
  

Human Development of Visual 
Corridor 

  

  
Development impacts on the river are 
scored in two parts. (1) The development 
related to the concentration of buildings in 
predominately urban areas as they are 
observed from the river. (2) This is for 
predominantly rural areas, where single 
residencies or groupings are seen as 
separate individual units or clusters. 
Higher scores are a result of having no 
urban development and no visible 
buildings.  
  

  
  

Historic Features 

  
Rivers were the primary transportation 
corridors in early America. Historic 
features in the river viewshed improve 
score, especially if they are on the 
National Register of Historic Places.  
  

  
  

Landscape 

  
When the term “scenic” is used, it is most 
frequently applied to the natural 
environment or landscape. Here, two 
specific attributes – (1) diversity and (2) 
views – are identified and considered for 
scoring along the proposed river section.  

  
  

  



  
Quality of Fishery 

Fish and wildlife assets along a scenic 
river are important because of their 
intrinsic and recreational value. The 
quality of fish in a river corridor is based 
on the abundance of recreational 
varieties, the number of varieties, the 
uniqueness of the varieties, and 
opportunities along the river for legal 
fishing. 
  

  
  
 
  

Additional Natural Features 

  
This section refers to the wildlife and 
plants along the corridor. Data from the 
Natural Heritage Data Explorer is used to 
identify species of statewide or greater 
significance that are present along the 
corridor. Additional points may be granted 
for the presence of plant or animal 
species within 1,000 feet of the river.  
  

  
  

Water Quality 

  
Water quality is based on the visible 
turbidity or siltation during the growing 
season and the amount of liter in and 
adjacent to the river corridor. 
  

  
  
  

Parallel Roads 

  
The scenic river designation process 
considers the perceived remoteness of 
the river corridor. Since many of Virginia’s 
rivers were major transportation routes, 
roads often followed the rivers. How 
visible the roads are is key to a high 
rating the parallel roads.  
  

  
Crossings 

This refers to roads, railroads, major 
telephone lines, transmission lines, and 
any other manmade structure that 
crosses over the river. Pipelines and 
other crossings that go under the riverbed 
are not seen from the river are not 
counting in the scoring.  
  

  
  

  
  



Special Features Affecting 
Aesthetics 

The purpose of this category is to list all 
the stream and corridor features that 
singly or in combination make the river 
resource visually attractive.  
  

  
  
  

Overall Aesthetic Appeal 

  
An overall aesthetic appeal rating 
considers all of the special features and 
then a score is applied. A river or 
segment with an exceptional ranking 
would have many features, a high level of 
diversity, and extreme or dramatic 
contrasts.  
  

  
  

Public Recreational Access 

  
During the evaluation, reviewers will 
record specific types of water-based 
recreation that occur on the river 
segment, such as boating, fishing, 
swimming, tubing, and body surfing.  
  

  
  

Significant Permanent Protection 

  
Special consideration is given to river 
segments where at least 25% of adjacent 
land is in significant permanent 
protection.  
  

  

 

  

 

 

WHAT SCENIC RIVER DESIGNATION DOES 

• Designation encourages protection and preservation of the river.  
• Designation declares the protection of a river’s scenic values to be a beneficial 

purpose of water resource policy.  
• Designation allows for a local administering committee that can be appointed by 

the Director of Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR).  
• Designation requires the Board of Conservation and Recreation (BCR), whose 

members are appointed by the Governor, to advise the Director of DCR on the 



federal, state, or local plans that impact the designated river segment and to give 
local citizens a voice in river-related issues. 

• After designation, the General Assembly must approve construction of any dam 
that would result in an impediment to the natural flow of the river.  

• For properties along designated rivers, a special tax assessment may be given to 
reduce the tax liability, as valued by the State and Land Evaluation Advisory 
Council, if adopted by the locality.  

• The Federal Energy Regulator Commission (FERC) recognizes Virginia’s 
designated Scenic River System. This acknowledgement of the program ensures 
that the qualities of the designated river are considered during licensing or 
relicensing of federal projects on or crossing designated rivers.  

• Designation allows for lands along designated corridors to receive grant funds.  
  

WHAT SCENIC RIVER DESIGNATION DOES NOT DO 

• Designation does not give the state control over land use.  
• Designation carries with it no land use controls.  
• Designation does not give the public any right to use privately owned land.  
• Virginia does not commercially promote its scenic rivers.  

  

Overall, Scenic River designation constitutes official recognition of the natural, scenic, 
historic, and recreational values of some of Virginia’s most valuable riverine resources 
and provides them with a measure of protection not afforded other rivers. Additionally, it 
gives riparian landowners and other local citizens a stronger voice in any government 
action or decisions that have the potential to impact “their” river. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2024 Rivanna River Basin Annual Conference 

The Rivanna River Basin Conference presents topics that promote the management 
and continued care of the Rivanna watershed. The goal of the RRBC is to inform the 
public, local leaders, and other interested organizations to learn about recent changes 
and future programs for the basin. It is a priority of the RRBC to host an event that 
promotes improved communication between the public, local governments in the basin, 



the planning district commission, and environmental organizations to help facilitate a 
more effective and comprehensive working relationship in the future.  

Topic: State of the Rivanna Corridor 

Date: Late September (September 20th or 27th) 

Tentative Agenda  
 
Introduction: 10:00am 

- Brief overview of the RRBC, the conference and its goals.   
- Introductions of key stakeholders, planners, and speakers. 

Recap of the Urban Rivanna Corridor Plan (Phase 1 & 2)- TJPDC Staff – 10:10am  
- Findings  
- Vision & Goals  
- Intention for Phase 3- Implementation plan  
- Best practices for Implementation Plans 

o Reedy River Master Plan focused on 3 main components:  
 establishing an integrated trail system 
 identifying sites for recreation and economic development 
 developing land use recommendations  

Progress Update and Challenges- Stakeholder Panel & Moderator: 10:50am  
(Potential Speakers: Albemarle and Charlottesville Parks & Recreation, Rivanna 
Conservation Alliance, Charlottesville Area Convention and Visitors Bureau, Rural 
representation?)  

- Key accomplishments since Phase 1 & 2  
- Obstacles to moving the vision forward  
- Moderator Questions for Panel 
- Public Questions for Panel 

Lunch Break: 11:50am  
Recap of Morning Session: 11:55am 
Engagement Session/Public Visioning: 12:00pm 

- Interactive session: Small group discussion, polling.. 
Conclusion: 12:50-1:00pm  

- Summarize key takeaways & next steps  
- Continued collaboration for the Rivanna River corridor & next steps  

 
Event Details  

Budget: $1,650 + registration fee totals  
Capacity: 75 people  
Registration: Eventbrite (~$20) 
Catering   
Location: TBD 



o Wool Factory- likely over budget  
o VFW Hall (1170 River Road)  
o Yancey Community Center  
o Carver Rec Center  
o Lewis and Clark Center at Darden   

 
  

Conference Name Ideas 
• Unifying the Rivanna: A Vision for a Connected Corridor  
• Bridging the Gaps: Conservation, Access, and the Future of the Rivanna 

Corridor  
• A Collaborative Approach to the Rivanna Corridor: Connecting People, 

Places, and Progress  
• Charting the Course: A Rivanna Corridor Summit on Conservation, Access, 

and Community  
• A Rivanna Corridor Symposium   
• Investing in Our Wellbeing: The Rivanna Corridor as a Catalyst for Health, 

Recreation, and Community  
• Celebrating the Rivanna: Creating a Legacy of Conservation and Connection  
• State of the Rivanna Corridor  
• Envisioning the Future Rivanna Corridor  
• The Blue Ribbon Reward – Achieving Success along the Rivanna  
• Reaching the Rivanna (plus whatever subhead you want)  

  
“A vibrant interconnected network of parklands, trails, access points and conservation areas 
along the Scenic Rivanna River that provides riverfront access to nature, outdoor recreation, 
mental and physical well-being, and cultural discovery while celebrating and conserving the 
corridor’s rich ecological and historic resources – ensuring the river’s legacy continues to flow 
for generations to come.”  
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