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Many of the students involved, such as third-year
architecture student Kaitlin Gerson, look forward to
the opportunity to apply their coursework to the
community.

The Daily Progress

Public-housing redevelopment funding on
council agenda

“The competition is asking you to imagine
extraordinary solutions that imagine new relationships
Albemarle Director of Planning Wayne Cilimberg
between the city and the county, and that will forge
speaks to UVa architecture students
relationships between those entities and the river,”
said University of Virginia professor of landscape
architecture Nancy Takahashi.
LEARN MORE:

Renowned architect and visiting professor Adriaan
Geuze, whose projects include Governors Island Park
in New York and the metropolitan park Madrid Río in
Spain, will offer advice to teams throughout the week.
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Charlottesville reallocates public housing
money to other g...

early 400 students from the University of
Virginia’s School of Architecture will spend the
next week re-imagining the Rivanna River
corridor from Pen Park to Woolen Mills. They filled
the Hunter Smith Band Building on Monday for a
lecture kicking off the Rivanna River Vortex design
competition.

Throughout the week, 30 teams of 12-14 students will
design plans for the three-mile stretch of riparian land,
and each team is required to produce a scale model of
their schemes. Judges will choose the winning
submission on Saturday.
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Albemarle chairmanship vote stalls for third
year

• Audio Download: Rivanna River Vortex January 14, 2013
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• Lewis & Clark center celebrates past, plans for
future
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• RRBC puts finishing touches on watershed
snapshot
• A Rivanna River journey, 6.5 miles in in 3
minutes
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• New greenway & trail celebrates Rivanna
River corridor
• Albemarle officials call for joint planning
along Rivanna River border with Charlottesville

“Whereas in class we’re going through the design process, this is applying us to a real project,” she said.
“In our courses we work with our classmates, but here we’re being placed on teams across grades and
experience,” said third-year architecture student Arnold Lee. “This experience will help us learn about
teamwork, just as we would at an architecture firm.”
During the two-hour opening event, students at both the graduate and undergraduate levels heard speakers
present on river-related issues, including the local planning context the city and county face, water quality
and the Rivanna’s cultural and historical significance.
City neighborhood planner Brian Haluska challenged students to propose solutions for many of the city and
county’s planning questions.
“There has been a struggle about how we incorporate the natural amenity [of the river] in our planning,”
Haluska said. “[Do we use the river for] recreational uses only, only environmental uses … or does it
become an economic use? It seems like the opportunity for all three of those exists here.”

On Dec 13, city officials unveiled a new design
concept for the Belmont Bridge project that
would move the Avon Street vehicular lanes
underneath the CSX railroad tracks. The
traditional replacement bridge scenario has
an estimated cost of $15.9 ...
VOTE NOW

Albemarle director of planning Wayne Cilimberg encouraged students to engage with the city and county’s
comprehensive plans, and offered a view of the competition from the perspective of the Livability Project.
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updates, both localities have
identified the river as an area for
future cooperation. Moreover,
many citizens expressed a desire to
see some form of river
development through their input to
the Thomas Jefferson Planning
District Commission's Livability
Project.
Cilimberg also encouraged students
to think about personal property
rights and the homeless, as well as
recreation and transportation.
“Make the river a feature while
maintaining the privacy of the
individuals,” Cilimberg said.
Credit: Andrew Shurtleff, The Daily Progress
“You’ll have to work with the
neighborhoods, and you’ll have think about property and business owners, but don’t assume that the
businesses that are there are going to go away.”
The Rivanna River in Charlottesville-Albemarle

Rivanna River Basin Commission executive director Leslie Middleton highlighted the key points of the
commission’s Rivanna Watershed Snapshot, and reminded students not to overlook the effect on the
environment development can have on the river.
“Think about the watershed in relation to the human and ecological communities,” Middleton said. “The
Rivanna has a state scenic designation and it’s classified this way because of [among other factors] a lack of
visible buildings or breaks in vegetation, so there’s a tension there between how the state designates the
river and what we might want to do there.”
“What would it be like if we left some of wildness of our river places in any designs or considerations of how
we live here in our modern context in relation to the river?” Middleton asked.
Director of global freshwater strategies for the Nature Conservancy Brian Richter echoed this sentiment.
“If you want to be a sustainable builder or green urbanist, you have to think of the species that have been
here since before Jefferson or the Monacans,” Richter said. “When you think about metrics or indicators of
your success going forward, the health of the species has to be included.”
UVa professor of architectural history Daniel Bluestone tasked students with the goal of creating designs
that highlight the river’s cultural and historical significance.
“We want you to be very clear about what the meaning and value of the river is,” Bluestone said, “and we
want you to be very clear about what the river means to your team.”
As for what the river used to mean to Charlottesville and Albemarle, Bluestone noted its past functionality,
such as transportation, trade, electricity and the presence of royal land patents that once lined it.
“[The river] is an essential part of our life that for the last many years has been absent from our
understanding,” Bluestone added, “but people have the power to create special places even when the use has
disappeared.”
UVa professor of landscape architecture Beth Meyer believes that communities can fail in two ways.
“One way is that an issue is so contested that you can’t reach a consensus, but the other is an inability to
imagine something you’ve never seen before,” Meyer said.
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And it is that sense of imagination Bluestone said he and his colleagues hope to foster this week.
“We wonder, in this competition, whether it’s possible for you to imagine places that will both capture the
imagination and coalesce and bring together the community,” he said, “not simply for a little walk detached
from the rest of the city, but as something that becomes the warp and woof of the Rivanna River and our
community.”

Powered by Disqus

TAGS: Charlottesville, Albemarle
PEOPLE TAGS: Brian Haluska, Daniel Bluestone, Brian Richter,

Arnold Lee, Beth Meyer, Leslie
Middleton, Adriaan Geuze, Wayne Cilimberg, Kaitlin Gerson, Nancy Takahashi
Like

Send

Be the first of your friends to like this.

SUBSCRIBE
TO OUR WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
GO

RELATED ARTICLES:

2 of 3

1/15/2013 3:18 PM

Rivanna River design competition begins ⋅ Charlottesville Tomorrow

SUPPORT US

http://www.cvilletomorrow.org/news/article/13858-river-competition-beg...

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR EMAIL

SEND US A TIP

<

>
Soundboard 11-30-2012
- Charlottesville's news
straight from the source

Slideshow / Old Mills
Trail Opening

PLACE task force
considers West Main
and Belmont Bridge

What's this?

ALSO ON CHARLOTTESVILLE TOMORROW

RECOMMENDED FOR YOU

Council OKs controversial student-oriented
housing project for West Main … 8 comments

10 Gadgets to Add to Your Holiday List

Council briefed on transit study; passengers
express concern ⋅ … 5 comments

3 Desk Setups for the New Year

New report quantifies the fiscal costs of
population growth ⋅ Charlottesville …
3 comments

My Life Scoop
My Life Scoop

Will One Of These Games Be the Next Angry
Birds? My Life Scoop
How to Follow the 2012 Election Online
Using Social Media My Life Scoop

Monticello students examine the Western
Bypass and it’s alternatives ⋅ … 2 comments

1 comment

0

Discussion

Community

Jennifer Marley

Share

2 hours ago

•

Uh....can someone define "warp and woof" for me?
0

•

Reply

•

Share ›

CVILLE TOMORROW

OUR WRITERS

CONTACT US

Home

Brian Wheeler

PO Box 1591, Charlottesville, VA 22902

About

Sean Tubbs

434.260.1533

Our Platform

All Staff & Contributors

Jobs
Underwriting Opportunities
Privacy Policy

3 of 3

1/15/2013 3:18 PM

